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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DmECTLY TO THE ELECTORS
The Attorney General'has prepared a title and summary of the chief purposes and points of the proposed measure,
as follows:

BASIC SCIENCE ACT. Initiative. Creates Board of Examiners in basic sciences (naming five sciences)
comprising five members with prescribed qualifications appointed by Governor. Requires persons obtain
basic science certificate from said Board after written examination before applying to Medical, Dental,
art
Osteopathic or Chiropractic Boards, or other governmental authority, for license to practice healing
,
(defining same) or any phase thereof. Exempts various professions, present licensees and persons treating sick by prayer in practice of any well-recognized religion. Prescribes examination fees, penalties for
violations and disposition of fines, requiring proceeds therefrom used for administering Act. Declares
existing statutes not repealed.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ss.

County (or City and County) oL ............................................................... .
To the Honorable Secretary

0/ State 0/ the State 0/ Cali/omia:

•

We, the undersigned, registered and qualified electors of the State of California, residents of the
County (or City
,
and County) of.. ............................................................................ , present to the Secretary of State this petition and hereby
propose a law to read as hereinafter set forth and petition that the same be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or rejection at the next succeeding general election or as provided by law.
The proposed new law reads as follows:
The People

0/ the Seate 0/ Cali/omia do

enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known as the "Basic Science Act".
Section 2. For the purposes of this act:
(a) The basic sciences include all of the following sUbjects: anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, bacteriology, pathology.
(b) Any person who undertakes or represents to be able to diagnose, treat, correct, adjust, palliate, operate or prescribe for any human disease, ailment, pain, injury, deformity or any physical or mental condition, or who shall.either
offer or undertake by any system, means or method to diagnose, treat, correct, adjust, palliate, operate or prescribe for
any human disease, ailment, blemish, disfigurement, pain, injury, deformity or any physical or mental condition, or who
shall either offer or undertake to replace or repair fixed or removable, lost or missing parts of the human body, or who
shall either offer or undertake to perform any services in connection with pregnancy, miscarriage or childbirth, is engaged in the practice of the healing art. The words "healing art" wherever used in this act include and refer to the
definitions set forth in this subsection.
(c) "Board" means the Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences unless otherwise stated.
(d) Whenever any reference is made herein to any other law of this State, such reference shall apply to all amendments and additions thereto now or hereafter made.
Section 3. (a) There is hereby created and established a Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences which shall
consist of five members. Said Board shall conduct·a written examination of all persons who hereafter apply:
1. To the Board of Medical Examiners of the State of California for a physician's and surgeon's certificate, a

drugless practitioner's certificate, a certificate to practice chiropody, a certificate to practice midwifery or any
other certificate or license issuable by it; or
2. To the Board of Dental Examiners of California for registration as a licensed dentist; or
3. To the Board of Osteopathic Examiners of the State of California, established by the Osteopathic Act
adopted by the electors November 7, 1922, for any certificate or license which may be issued by said Board under
said Osteopathic Act or under the Business or Professions Code; or
..

4. To the State Bo.ard of Chiropractic Examiners for any of the licenses which may be issued by it under the
initiative act entitled "An act prescribing the terms upon which licenses may be issued to practitioners of chiropractic, creating the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners and declaring its powers and duties, prescribing
penalties for violation hereof and repealing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith," adopted by the
electors November 7, 1922; or
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5. To the above named Boards or any other Board or Agency or governmental authority now existing or
hereafter created for any license, certificate or other instrument authorizing the holder thereof to treat the sick·
or afflicted or.to practice the healing art or any branch or phase thereof or to engage in or practice any system
or method of healing that may now or hereafter be the subject of any legislation by the people of the State of
California or by the legislature thereof.
(b) Said examination shall include all of the basic sciences, provided, however, that two anatomy examinations designated "Anatomy A
Anatomy of the Human Body" and "Anatomy B Anatomy of the Human Body with Special
Emphasis on Structures Above the Clavicle", respectively, shall be offered in each examination and each applicant shall be
permitted to select either one or the other of said anatomy examinations.
(c) No person may apply to any of said Boards or agencies designated in this Section 3 for any of the certificates
or licenses issued or granted by any of said Boards or agencies, unless he holds a valid basic science certificate issued
by the Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences.
Section 4. The Governor shall, within thirty (30) days after this act takes effect, appoint the first members of the
Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences. The first members of the Board and all subsequent appointees shall be selected
because of their knowledge of the Basic Sciences and each person appointed shall be and remain an associate professor or full
professor in one or more of the Basic Sciences at a university or college in this State of equal or higher rank than a State
college or an active full time member of the faculty in one or more of the Basic Sciences in a State college established
under the laws of this State; provided, however, that only one (1) member shall be appointed from anyone university,
State college or other institution of learning. The first members of said Board shall be appointed one for one year, one
for two years, one for three years, one for four years and one for five years, from the date of their respective appointments. On the expiration of the term of each member, the Governor shall fill the vacancy by appointment for a term of
five (5) years. On the death, resignation, disqualification or removal of any member, the Governor shall fill the vacancy
by appointment for the unexpired portion of such member's term. No member of the Board shall be actively engaged in
the practice of the healing art or any branch thereof. Each member shall have resided in this State not less than five
(5) years next preceding his appointment and shall be a citizen of the United "States of America ..
Section 5. The Board shall organize as soon as practicable after its appointment. It shall elect officers, including a
chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretary, adopt a seal, and make and enforce such rules as it deems expedient to carry
this act into effect. The Board must keep a record of its proceedings, which shall be prima facie evidence of all matters
contained therein. Three (3) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.
Section 6. The Board may employ special agents and such clerical and other assistants as it may deem necessary and
fix the compensation to be paid for such services and may incur such other expenses as it may deem necessary. Each
member of the Board shall receive $10.00 per diem and actual expenses when actively engaged in the discharge of his
duties. The compensation of the members of the Board and the other expenses of the Board shall, as far as possible, be·
paid out of the Board of Basic Science Examiners' Fund. The Attorney General shall act as attorney for th'e Board and
advise it in the performance of its duties.
Section 7. The Department of Professional and Vocational Standards shall furnish the Board with suitable offices
and quarters in which to conduct its administrative duties and the examinations to be held by it.
Section 8. The fee payable by each applicant for examination or re-examination shall be determined by the Board but
shall be not less than Five ($5.00) Dollars nor more than Fifteen ($15.00) Dollars.
Section 9. The Board shall issue a basic science certificate to each successful applicant after examination in the
basic sciences. Each basic science certificate shall be in the form prescribed by the Board and signed by its chairman,
vice-chairman or secretary.
Section 10. The sum of $5,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the general fund of this state to carry out the purposes
of this act, provided that said sum is to be returned to the general fund as soon as the Board determines that it has sutficient funds to administer and carry out the provisions of this act. The State Treasurer shall place said sum in a special
fund which shall be known as the "Board of Basic Science Examiners' Fund", which fund is hereby created.
Section 11. All moneys received by the Board shall be reported at the beginning of each month for the month preceding to the State Controller. At the same time the entire amount of such receipts shall be paid into the State Treasury.
The State Treasurer shall place the money so received in said special fund known as the "Board of Basic Science Examiners' Fund" and said fund shall not be drawn upon or used for any purpose other than as set forth in this act.
•

Section 12. Said "Board of Basic Science Examiners' Fund" shall be held solely for the uses of the Board and out of
it shall be paid all compensation and all other necessary and proper expenses in carrying out the provisions of this act
upon claims against the State approved by the Board ora finance committee thereof.
Section 13. The Board shall conduct examinations in the basic sciences at least two times each year. Said examinations shall be held during the months of April and October•. The April examination shall be held in San Francisco and the
October examination shall be held in Los Angeles. The Board may conduct two additional examinations which shall be
held in the month of January in Sacramento and in the month of July in Los Angeles. The examination shall be conducted
in writing in such a manner that the applicant shall be known by number only until the examination papers have been
read and the proper grades determined. The examination shall be of such a nature as to constitute a reasonable test as
to whether the person so examined has such knowledge of the elementary principles of the basic sciences as should be
acquired after the completion of a course of instruction of approximately four semester hours or units in each of said
basic sciences at the University of California or other college or university of equal rank. The Board shall establish
rules for the conduct of all examinations, grading of examination papers and passing upon the technical qualifications of
applicants. An applicant, to pass an examination, must obtain a grade of not less than 70% in each subject and a total
average of 75% in all subjects. If an applicant fails, he may be re-exambed at any subsequent examination. Such reexamination shall include all of the basic sciences.
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Section 14. No certificate shall be issued by the Board unless the person applying for it submits evidence satisfactory to the Board: (1) that he is not less than 21 years of age, (2) that he is a person of good moral character, (3) that
before he began the study of the healing art he was graduated by a high school accredited by the University of California or a school of similar grade or that he possesses educational qualifications equivalent to those required for graduation by such an accredited high school, and (4) that he has a knowledge of the basic sciences as shown by his passing
an examination therein given by the Board pursuant to this act.
Section 15. The Board shall in no manner discriminate against any system or branch of healing and no applicant
shall be required to disclose which system or branch of the healing art he intends to pursue.
Section 16. Any basic science certificate and any license or certificate to practice the healing art or any branch thereof
issued contrary to this act is void. A complete list of all current applicants for certificates or licenses shall be submitted,
at least twice each year, to the Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences by all boards and agencies designated or referred
to in Section 3 of this act. Any Board in this state which has issued a certificate or license on the basis of a void basic
science certificate must revoke or cancel that certificate or license. The procedure for such revocation or cancellation
shall be in accordance with the provisions of the act under which such certificate or license was issued, authorizing the
cancellation or revocation of certificates or licenses generally. The basic science certificate issued to any person shall be
revoked automatically by the revocation of any license to practice the healing art or any branch thereof held by him.
Section 17. Any person who practices the healing art or any branch thereof without having obtained a valid certificate from the Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences, except as authorized by this act, is guilty of a misdemeanor
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500.00 or by imprisonment in the county jail
for not more than one year or by both such fine and imprisonment.
•

Section 18. Any person who obtains or attempts to obtain or assists in obtaining a basic science certificate by dishonest or fraudulent means or who forges, counterfeits, issues or materially alters any such certificate or who obtains
or attempts to obtain a license to practice the healing art or any branch thereof from any Board or officer authorized
to issue any such license without first presenting to said Board or officer a valid certificate issued to the applicant by the
Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by
a fine of not more than $500.00 or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, or both such fine and
imprisonment.
Section 19. Upon collection by the proper officer of the Court, seventy-five (75) per cent of the fines or forfeitures
of bail in any case in which any person is charged with the violation of this act shall be paid to the Board without placing
the fine or forfeiture of bail in any special, contingent or general fund in any county, city or township and the balanCe'
of twenty-five (25) per cent of the fines or forfeitures of bail shall be paid to the county where the action is trled~-The-:-:
Board shall, in accordance with the provisions of this act, report to the State Controller all fines, penalties and forfeitures
received for violations of this act and pay the same to the State Treasury for deposit in the Board of Basic Science Ex.
aminers' Fund.
Section 20. A person who has paid money or anything of value to a person not authorized to practice the
art or any branch thereof, as compensation for services rendered in the practice of the healing art or any branch
when the payor did not know at the time of payment that the payee was neither the holder of a certificate issued
the Board nor authorized to practice without such a certificate, may recover such money or the value of the thing
by an action in the Superior Court commenced within two years from the date of payment.
Section 21. The Board of Examiners in the Basic Sciences and the several boards authorized to issue certificates
or licenses to practice the healing art or any branch thereof shall investigate every violation or claimed violation of this
act coming within the scope of such boards respectively and report to the Attorney General or to the District Attorney
of the county in which such violation occurred, all cases that in the judgment of such Board warrant prosecution. Members of the respective boards shall not be civilly liable for any mistake or error resulting in prosecution hereunder. It
shall be the duty of the Attorney General and of the several District Attorneys to prosecute violations of this act.
Section 22. This act does not apply to pharmacists, nurses, dental hygienists, optometrists, barbers or cosmetologists practicing within the limits of their respective occupations; to any commissioned medical or dental officer in the
United States Army or Navy or public health service, in the discharge of his official duties; nor to persons in this state
holding physician's and surgeon's certificates, drugless practitioner's certificates, midwives' certificates, chiropodist's certificates, licenses to practice dentistry, licenses to practice osteopathy or licenses to practice chiropractic at the time this
act takes effect; nor to persons who treat the sick by prayer in the practice of the religion of any well-recognized religious
sect or organization.
Section 23. Nothing in this act shall be construed as repealing any statutory provision in force at the time of its
adoption, provided, however, that in so far as it is inconsistent with or in modification of the Chiropractic Act submitted
by the initiative and approved by the electors November 7,1922, or the Osteopathic Act submitted by the initiative and
approved by the electors November 7, 1922, each of said acts is hereby superseded, amended or modified, as the case
may be. Except as may be necessary in order to accomplish the purposes hereof, said Chiropractic Act and said Osteopathic Act are not hereby affected. Any Board authorized to issue licenses or certificates to practice the healing art or
any portion or branch thereof may, in its discretion, accept certificates issued by the Board of Examiners in the Basic
Sciences in lieu of examining applicants in such sciences or may continue to examine applicants in such sciences as heretofore.
Section 24. Should any section, clause, sentence or provision of this act be held to be invalid or unenforceable for
any reason, such decision shall not be construed as affecting the validity of any of the remaining portions of this act, it
being the intent of the people of the State of California that this act shall be considered as separable and the people of
the State of California would have adopted the remainder of this act notwithstanding the invalidity of any such sentence,
clause, section or provision.
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